LIFE   OF   LORD   REDESDALE
Test and Corporation Acts (1828) was a long step forward.
These Acts excluded dissenters from the Church of
England from offices of power and from all corporations,
unless they consented to take the Sacrament according to
the rites of the Anglican Church. It was now proposed
to abolish the sacramental test and to substitute a simple
declaration to be made by those who should be appointed
to the offices where the test had hitherto been required.
Lord Redesdale was then in his Both year and in failing
health, but he drove up from Batsford to oppose the Bill
on the ground that "The Constitution compelled the
King to be a member of the Church of England; he was
also compelled to take an oath in which he swore to
support the Church of England as by law established;
and yet they were by this Bill about to provide that every-
one of his Ministers and confidential advisers might
belong to a different Church or profess another Faith."
He spoke several times on the subject and strongly pro-
tested against the enactment of the measure. After much
opposition the Bill passed the Lords, and with nine other
peers he entered a protest against it in the Journals of the
House.
There had been comparative peace in Ireland on the
subject during the four months of Canning's premiership.
He was known to be friendly and great things were
expected of him, but disturbances broke out afresh at his
death. On the 9th June 1828 the Lords rejected a resolution
passed by the Commons to consider the state of the laws
affecting the Roman Catholics of Great Britain and
Ireland with a view to a final and conciliatory adjustment,
and their action roused indignant Ireland to fresh violence
in the cause.
In the following letter, Lord Redesdale compares the
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